


























NUMBER XLIV. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuursvay, November the if, 1753. 





To Mr. Firz-ADaAmM. 


True wit is nature to advantage 
drefs'd, 

What cft was thought, but ne'er fo 
qwell exprefs'd. 


Tue fame, it is prefumed, may be faid of almoft 





every kind of writing. Europe is at prefent fo much 
enlightened, that it is hardly poffible to ftrike out a 
fingle notion abfolutely new, or which has never been 
touched upon by fomebody before us. Religion, phi- 
lofophy, and morality in particular, have been fo tho- 
roughly canvafed, that fuch as would treat upon thofe 

fubjects 
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fubjects now, have fcarce any thing left them, but to 
fet fome beaten thought in a different light, and like a 
ikillful cook, endeavour to render the fare of yefterday 
pallatable again to.day, by a various drefling. If it can 
be got down and digefted, there are always hopes of 
its conveying fome nourifhment ; and whether it be ta- 
ken for turtle, or venifon ; pheafant, or moor-game ; 
beef, or mutton; is not a farthing’s matter, fo it be 
relifhed by the guefts. Whether I am pofleffed of any 
part of this fkill, muft be left to the decifion of each 
perfon’s tafte. All I dare engage for is, that no unwhol- 
fome ingredient fhall enter into my compofition ; and if 
on the one hand, it fhould be infipid, on the other, it 
fhall be as harmlefs as a bit of dry bread. 

Burt to my fubje&t. The comparifon of man’s life 
toa journey, and the conclufions ufually drawn from 
thence, are not the lefs true, for being trite and com- 
mon. When we reflect, that to be exceffively anxious 
for the wealth, honours, and pleafures of this tranfitory 
world, is juft as ridiculous as it would be to torment 
ourfelves becaufe our accommodations at an inn (which 
we are to quit the next morning) are not fufficiently 
fumptuous, the aptnefs of the allufion ftares us in the 
face: the affent is extorted whilft the mind dwells upon 
it; and people of every perfuafion, however they may 
difagrce in other propofitions, concur in this, as in a 
{elf-evident axiom. 

YeT herein do we refemble the cafe of him, who is 
faid in Scripture, to bebold bis figure in a glafs, but /trait 
forgetteth what manner of man he was ; and, as if a fata- 
lity hung over us, our memories are ftill found worftt, in 


the matter that concerns us moft; namely, in the acqui- 


fition of TRANQUILITY, that /ummum benum on this 
fide the grave. A heathen could tell us, that this inefti- 
| mable 
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mable treafure lies at our feet ; but that we giddily {tum- 
ble over it, in the purfuit of bubbles. On thefe we beftow 
all our ftrenuous exertions ; the other has only our indo- 
lent withes. 

Bor if we are candidates in earneft for this TEMPORAL. 
felicity, and which at the fame time leads by the {mooht- 
eft road to the cHvesTIAL, the firft ftep fhould be to 
difcover what that is, which oppofes and excludes it: 
and as it is utterly impoffible that two contraries fhould 
peaceably inhabit the fame breaft, let us refolve to drive 
out the agreffor. 

TuaT perturbations of every kind are capital ene- 
mies to TRANQUILITY, {peaks itfelf: but it may require 
fome {crutiny to difcern that the common parent from 
whence moft of thefe proceed is PRrpE. I fay, moff of 
thefe ; for if want, pain, fear, and intemperance be ex- 
cepted, it is prefumed that few obftacles to ferenity can 
be imagined, which are not fairly deducible from this 
fingle vice. 

Tue inimitable Mr. Addifon, in one of his Spectators, 
mentions guilt and atheifm, as the only warrantable 
precluders of CHEARFULNESS: nor is it here intended 
to contravert his fuperior judgment ; this being merely an 
effay to prove that PRIDE is the great fource from whence 
almoft every other fpecies of guilt flows. And as for 
atheifm, it may I think without much torturing the ar- 
gument, be placed to the fame account. 

BuT let us firft try the truth of this propofition, up- 
on actual, or practical vices, as diftinguifhed from {pe- 
culative errors ; and thence difcover to what degree they 
may be faid to held of this lady paramount ; confequently 
how far we are indebted to her for the miferies which fill 
the world with complaints. 

SICKNESS, pain, fear, want, and intemperance, have 
already been excepted, as productive of diforders in the 


foul 
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foul, which derive not immediately from this origin: at 
leaft, it can hardly with propriety be faid, that a perfon 
is proud of a difeafe, of cowardice, or of indigence 5 
though it has been obferved, that fome have had the 
prepofterous folly to glory in being lewd, a drunkard, 
or a glutton. 

WuerTuer human nature be capable of bearing up 
with chearfulnefs and indolence againit thefe evils, 


(from what caufe foever arifing) is a queftion foreign to 


. the prefent bufinefs, which is to excite every thinking 


perfon ftrictly to examine the catalogue of vices, one by 
one; and then to afk his own heart what refemblance they 
bear to the prolific parent here affigned them: and it is 
prefumed, that nothing more is neceffary than the hold- 
ing up the progeny to view, in order to afcertain their 
defcent. 

Ir may be gathered from the moft authentic teftimony, 
that her firft born was, AMBITION ; brought to light in 
the days of your namefake Adam, and ever fince, whether 
clad in a red coat, and armed with a cymitar and firebrand, 
or in the more gentle habit of a ftatefman, courtier, beau, 
lawyer, divine, &c. ftill confeffes the kindred in every 
feature, and action. It is not very material in what or- 
der the fubfequent iffue were produced. But, that envy, 
hatred, malice, tyranny, anger, implacability, revenge, 
cruelty, impatience, obftinacy, violence, treachery, in- 
gratitude, felf-love, avarice, profufion ; together with 
the fmaller fhoots, detraction, impertinence, loqua- 
city, petulance, affectation, &c. do all derive from this 
MATER FAMILIA, will, I perfuade myfelf, moft evi- 
dently appear to a curious obferver. 

To enumerate the infinite diforders and calamities 


that difperfe themfelves from this root, intrude into every 


place, and are inceffant plagues to individuals, as well as 
to fuciety, were an endlefs tafk. Who fhall tell the 


fecret 
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fecret pangs of the.heart in which the is planted? But 
her baleful influence is difeernable, wherever two or three 
are gathered tegether. Even at the altar, and whilft the 
tongue, in compliance with the ritual, is uttering the 
moft humiliating epithets, you {hall perceive her incon- 
fiftently tricked out, and by a thoufand fantatflic airs, -at- 
tracting the worfhip of the aflittants, from the Deiry, 
to herfelf. 

Trace her from the court, into the city ; and there, 
from the general trader, to the retailer, mechanic, and 
pedlar: thence into the country, from the fquire, to the 
farmer, and day-labourer: defcend as low as to the {ca- 
venger, chimney-fweeper and nightman, ftill, through all 
their dirt and filth, you may occafionally difcern her. 

Nor is her PARENTAL dominion confined to the cli- 
mates or nations called civilized. Travel to the poles, or 
into the burning zone; among the Bramins, Banians, 
and Facquars ; among the Iroquois, -Canibals, and Hot- 
tentots ; even there fhall you meet with the operations of 
this PRIMUM MOBILE. What but the arrogance of fu- 
perior merit, inftigates the farft of thefe to aflume a right 
of domineering over the:confciences of their fellows, and 
damning the fouls of thofe who differ from them ? And 
for the Hottentots, who that reads the accounts of the 
infolence with which they torment, before they eat their 
enemies, can doubt whether they are actuated by hunger, 
or haughtinefs ? In a word, from the feuds that lay wafte 
whole kingdoms, down to the fickly fpleen which de- 
vours the flighted coquet, or the fine lady fuperceded in 
her place, we need look no farther for the author of the 
griefs which poifon our peace. 

In relation to matters purely {peculative, none who are 
ever fo little converfant in them, can be at a lofs for nu- 


merous inftances of the havock made with learning, truth, 


and religion, by the dogmatical impofition of hypothefis 
and 
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and fyftems, invented by men of more power than know- 
ledge; and the no lefs arrogant prohibition of new lights, 


which might deteét the falacy, or otherwife clath with an. 


affumed all-fufficiency. Hence was the affertor of the 
Antipodes perfecuted in the inquifition. Hence all the 
mifchiefs arifing from enthufiafm, hypocrify, bigotry, 


and zeal. Hence 





but I am entering into a field too 
wide for the limits of an ordinary epiftle. Yet having 
mentioned the poffibility of accounting for atheifm by 
the fame way, I fhall here only appeal to your readers, 
whether that man is fimply a fool, or if he muft not ne- 
ceffarily be a very CONCEITED fool, who fays in his heart 
there is no Gop? 

Anp now, fir, fhould it be afked to what purpofe 
this epiftle? or where the remedy? it is anfwered, that 
the utility of fuch a difzuffion (which for the fake of the 
Wor tp I could heartily wifh had been more accurately 
handled) muft be obvious : for by this means, the hydra 
being reduced to one head, it becomes a more compen- 
dious tafk to cut off that one, than to vanquifh a legion 
fucceflively fprouting out from different ftems: or, to 
change the allufion, the recipé, inftead of applying to the 
infinite variety of fymptoms, might be comprifed in two 
words, BANISH PRIDE; as indeed this difeafe, pregnant 
of fo many others, is moft emphatically cautioned a- 


PRIDE was not made 





gainft in fix words of Holy Writ 
jor MAN. 
I am, 


Sir, &e. 
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